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Be it therefore enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present 
Pariiament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as 
follows: 

1. The Constitution Act, 1982 set out in Schedule B to this 
Act is hereby enacted for and shall have the force of law in 
Canada and shall come into force as provided in that Act. 

2. No Act ofthe Pariiament ofthe United Kingdom passed 
after the Constitution Act, 1982 comes into force shall 
extend to Canada as part of its law. 

3. So far as it is not contained in Schedule B, the French 
version of this Act is set out in Schedule A to this Act and 
has the same authority in Canada as the English version 
thereof, 

4. This Act may be cited as the Canada Act 1982. 

Constitution Act, 1982 
The Constitution A cl, 1982 was enacted as Schedule B to 
the Canada Act 1982. The following text is extracted from 
A consolidation of the Conslilulion Acts 1867 to 1982. 
Department of Justice Canada, consolidated as of April 17, 
1982. The Constitution Act 1982 came into effect on that 
date with the exception of paragraph 23( I )(a)in respect of 
Quebec. The schedule to the Constitution Act, 1982, 
referred to in Part VII contains repeals of certain eariier 
constitutional enactments and provides for the renaming of 
others, as part of the modernization of the constitution, 
(The schedule is not reprinted here,) 

Parti 
Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms 

Whereas Canada is founded upon principles that recognize 
the supremacy of God and the rule of law: 

Guarantee of Rights and Freedoms 

1. The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
guarantees the rights and freedoms set out in it subject only 
to such reasonable limits prescribed by law as can be 
demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society. 

Fundamental Freedoms 

2. Everyone has the following fundamental freedoms: 
(a) freedom of conscience and religion; 
(b) freedom of thought, belief, opinion and expression, 
including freedom of the press and other media of 
communication; 
(c) freedom of peaceful assembly; and 
(d) freedom of association. 

Democratic Righis 

3. Every citizen of Canada has the right to vote in an 
election of members of the House of Commons or of a 

legislative assembly and to be qualified for membership 
therein. 

4. (1) No House of Commons and no legislative assembly 
shall continue for longer than five years from the date fixed 
for the return of the writs of a general election of its 
members. 

(2) In time of real or apprehended war, invasion or 
insurrection, a House of Commons may be continued by 
Pariiament and a legislative assembly may be continued by 
the legislature beyond five years if such continuation is not 
opposed by the votes of more than one-third of the 
members ofthe House of Commons or the legislative 
assembly, as the case may be. 

5. There shall be a sitting of Parliament and of each 
legislature al least once every twelve months. 

Mobility Rights 

6. (1) Every citizen ofCanada has the right to enter, remain 
in and leave Canada. 

(2) Every citizen of Canada and every person who has the 
status of a permanent resident of Canada has the right 
(a) to move to and take up residence in any province; and 
(b) to pursue the gaining of a livelihood in any province. 

(3) The rights specified in subsection (2) are subject to 
(a) any laws or practices of general application in force in a 
province other than those that discriminate among persons 
primarily on the basis of province of present or previous 
residence; and 
(b) any laws providing for reasonable residency require
ments as a qualification for the receipt of publicly provided 
social services. 

(4) Subsections (2) and (3) do not preclude any law, 
program or activity that has as its object the amelioration in 
a province of conditions of individuals in that province who 
are socially or economically disadvantaged if the rate of 
employment in that province is below the rate of 
employment in Canada. 

Legal Rights 

7. Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security ofthe 
person and the right not to be deprived thereof except in 
accordance with the principles of fundamental justice. 

8. Everyone has the right to be secure against unreasonable 
search or seizure. 

9. Everyone has the right not to be arbitrarily detained or 
imprisoned. 

10. Everyone has the right on arrest or detention 
(a) to be informed promptiy ofthe reasons therefor; 
(b) to retain and instruct counsel without delay and to be 
informed of that right; and 
(c) to have the validity ofthe detention determined by way 
of habeas corpus and to be released if the detention is not 
lawful. 

11. Any person charged with an offence has the right 
(a) to be informed without unreasonable delay of the 
specific offence; 


